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PREFACE. 

nr^HESE sermons are printed in compliance with a 
-*" request that they might be made available for 
reading. Since their delivery two or three notes have 
been added by way of elucidation or reference, and a few 
passages have been re-written, so as to express more 
clearly the truth intended to be set forth. 

The immediate object of the preacher was to guard 
those committed to his care against specific errors concern- 
ing the Incarnation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
which had caused disquietude in their midst. The reader is 
asked to bear this in mind, in case it should appear to him 
that the mode in which the subject has been handled, is 
either partial or one-sided. 

Oambebwell, 

Fehrwjury 21%t, 1882. 
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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 



•* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was T^th' God, and 
the Word was God." — John i. 1. 



IDESIBE at this Advent season to bring before you 
prominently and markedly those great fundamental 
truths concerning the Person and Work of our Blessed Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, upon which, as upon a sure foun- 
dation, the superstructure of our faith and hope must be 
builded, and the right understanding of which is essential to 
our progress in the knowledge of God and of His ways.* 

First of all, let us carefully consider the phraseology of 
this opening verse of St. John's Gospel — ^that so a right 
knowledge of its force and meaning may help us in our 
apprehension of the truth intended to be conveyed therein 
by the inspired Apostle. 

There can be no doubt as to the Person referred to — it is 
none other than He, who in the fulness of time was " made of 
a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons," ^ 
and whom we believe to be " the Christ, the Son of the living 
God."» 

Why then, it may be asked, does St. John speak of Him 
who is '' the Christ " under the designation of " The Word ? " 

' Gal. iv. 4, 5. ' Matth. xvi. 16. 

B 
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Why does he not follow the example of St. Mark, who, when 
writing his Gospel (presumably under the guidance of St. 
Peter), describes Him as *^ the. Son of God ? " The answer 
to this question is to be found in the facts of history, i.e. in 
the circumstances under which this Gospel was written. 

You are all of you familiar with the fact that this Gospel 
of St. John is one of the latest — ^if not the latest — written 
of the books of the New Testament, and there is no reason 
whatever to doubt that it was written by the Apostle John 
whilst residing at Ephesus, and after his return from the 
Isle of Patmos, whither he was banished by the Emperor 
Domitian, and from which banishment he returned (most 
probably) soon after the accession of Trajan to the imperial 
throne. 

Now the Church in Ephesus was a mixed assembly of 
Jews and Greeks, and was undoubtedly blessed with the 
labours and personal presence of St. John, the last of the 
apostles of the circumcision, as well as those of St Paul, the 
great " apostle of the Gentiles ; " and whether from this or 
from other causes, it is certain that this Church not only 
grew and multiplied, so that at a very early period it would 
seem to have been more completely organized than any 
other of the Churches in Asia, but also that the Jews and 
Greeks of whom it was composed were more completely in 
harmony with each other than in most of the other Churches, 
having sunk the differences of nationality and of race in the 
higher spiritual truth that they were *^ fellow-heirs, and of the 
same body " ^ — " fellow-citizens " of the same heavenly city 
— one " household of God." ' This Church (as you know) 
became the chief of the Seven Churches in Asia Minor — 
the Central Church (so to speak) of those seven golden 
candlesticks, from which in that age was to shine forth 
^' the light of truth "— " the word of life." 

This union of Jews and Xjreeks in the Church of Ephesus 
^ Eph. iii. 6. » Eph. ii. 19. 
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was no mere accident. The characteristics of race, and the 
formation and growth of language, are part of the Provi- 
dences of God for the accomplishment of His purposes, and 
for the making known His truth : and no devout and in- 
telligent student of Scripture and of Church history can 
doubt that this apparently fortuitous combination of elements 
in the Ephesian Church, was but the result of a chain of 
Providences which had been working for centuries in order 
that a people might be made ready, in the midst of whom there 
should be a large unfolding of the truth " as it is in Jesus," * 
and a mighty testimony to the true doctrine concerning 
" the Incarnate One "— " the Word made Flesh." 

To make clear to you what I mean, let me ask you to go 
back in thought to the time of the Grecian monarchy, when 
Alexander sighed to think that he had no more worlds to 
conquer, and when Greek became the universal language, 
both of scholarship and of polite and refined literature. 
Upon the death of Alexander, the great empire over which 
he held sway was broken up and divided into four parts, and 
ruled over by four of his generals. Two of these divisions, 
Thrace and Macedon, soon faded into comparative insig- 
nificance ; but the two others, Egypt and Syria, rose to 
importance as kingdoms, and occupy a conspicuous place 
both in profane and sacred history. 

It is to Egypt that I would direct your attention as 
having to do with the subject now under consideration. 
More than once did the children of Israel, willingly or 
unwillingly, go down into Egypt to sojourn, and their stay 
there during the reign of the Ptolemies was designed in 
God's providence, to be of no less importance to them, as a 
nation, than that which had its commencement in the earlier 
dynasty of the Pharaohs. " When Israel came up out of 
Egypt," a mighty nation, under the hand of Moses, the 
record of Scripture had not been given. It may well have 
» Eph. iv. 21. 



Digitized by 



Google 



been that during that long captivity under the Pharaohs, 
God had prepared them as a people to be the writers of 
that "word" of which they were afterwards to be the 
custodians. When a " remnant of Israel " went down into 
Egypt to sojourn, because as a nation they were broken and 
scattered, and made Alexandria their home because of the 
privileges of citizenship which were accorded to them by its 
founders — then the Hebrew Scriptures had all been written, 
and if tradition may be relied upon, Ezra had revised the 
Canon. 

But there was another work then to be accomplished by 
their going down into Egypt. The time was at hand when 
the custody of God's " written word " should no longer be 
the exclusive privilege of the Jew, but should pass over to 
the assembly of the faithful out of every nation and every 
kindred. The preparation for this, God in His wonderful 
providence wrought out under the kings of Egypt. The 
Ptolemies were patrons of science and of learning. Under 
their sway, the schools of Alexandria became famous 
throughout the world, and because of them, if for no other 
reason, Egypt at that time, may truly be spoken of as " the 
home of learning." 

God's ancient people were, it is true, in captivity, but 
their captors were generous, and the captives were for the 
most part free to choose their dwelling place. The most 
noble and the most learned of them found their way to 
Alexandria as naturally as, by the laws of gravitation, the 
apple falls to the earth. The result of this was, that 
Hebrew lore and Greek philosophy found there a common 
centre, and the way wife prepared for the accomplishment of 
that great work which was undertaken in the reign of the 
second Ptolemy, viz. : the translation of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures into the Greek tongue, so that from that time forward 
they could be read by the learned in all nations. I need 
hardly remind you that this translation is that commonly 
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known as " the Septuagint," and that it is for the most part 
from this translation that our Blessed Lord's quotations 
from Holy Scripture are rendered by the Evangelists. 
This important work was completed at Alexandria about 
three centuries before the resurrection of Christ, and no 
well-instructed Christian can fail to note how this " provi- 
dence " of God was a notable part of the preparation of the 
world for the first Advent of "The Word made flesh." 

Let me direct your attention to this city of Alexandria 
three centuries after the resurrection of our Lord, and ask 
you to observe the high honour which at that time rested upon 
it in immediate connection with the subject of my discourse. 
There is a Christian Church there, and its metropolitan bishop 
is the great Athanasius,the fruits of whose labours have been 
handed down to us in the Creed which bears his name, and 
whose marvellous powers of intellect and extensive learning 
were used by him to " contend for the faith which was once 
delivered to the saints," * and do battle for the true doctrine 
concerning " The Word made flesh." 

In those sequences of events which constitute the provi- 
dences of God, this city of Alexandria is very closely con- 
nected with the Church in Ephesus, to which I have al- 
ready referred as the Church in which St. John was sojourn- 
ing when he wrote his Gospel. It was Paul the Apostle, 
"a Hebrew of the Hebrews,*' who planted in Ephesus 
the word of the truth concerning Jesus the Christ ; but it 
was not until this seed of the word had been watered by the 
preaching of ApoUos, the learned Jew of Alexandria, that 
" the seed sown began to make, increase." Then, not till 
then, was it that twelve men could be found who would bow 
themselves before God and receive at His hand " the gift of 
the Holy Ghost," and thus be prepared as the nucleus of a 
Church and congregation, "a candlestick" which should give 
light to the world.' 

> Jude 8. » Mfttth. v. 14, 15. 
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The origin and growth of the Ephesian Church is dis- 
tinctly record^ in the Acts of the Apostles : ^ Paul planted, 
ApoUos watered, and God in His own good time "gave 
the increase." " The word of God grew mightily and pre- 
vailed," * and the result was a church, not of Jews only as at 
Jerusalem, but of Jews and Greeks, Hebrew Pharisees and 
Greek philosophers, all joined together in "one body," "en- 
deavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace," ^ — ^having, through the operation of "the word of 
life," been made to "sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus " — enriched with spiritual gifts and clad in the whole 
armour of God, so that they were " able to withstand in the 
evil day," * to try them " which say they are apostles and 
are not," and find them liars,^ and to hold fast the true 
doctrine concerning " The Word made flesh." 

This was the Church (although in its decadence) in the 
midst of which St. John was abiding when he wrote his 
Gospel — a church full of Alexandrian learning from its very 
beginning ; and hence we find that the prologue of this 
Gospel is couched in language which is unmistakably 
stamped with the impress of Alexandrian forms of thought, 
and marked by a phraseology the import of which could not 
be mistaken either by cultured Jew or learned Greek. 
Much had been taught in the schools of Alexandria, con- 
cerning "The Logos," or " Word," and the phraseology with 
which this Gospel commences is as exactly suited to the 
circumstances under which it was written, as was the phraseo- 
logy of St. Paul's sermon on Mars' Hill to the circumstances 
under which it was delivered. You remember how St. 
Paul, standing in the midst of the men of Athens, calls their 
attention to the inscription " To the unknown God," which 
he had observed upon one of their altars, and how he points 
the moral of his discourse from that inscription, saying, 

^ See Acts xviii. 24, to the end, and Acts xix. 1-7. 

2 Acts xix. 20. ' Eph, iv. 3. * Eph. vi. 18. * Rev. ii. 2. 
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" Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship. Him declare I unto 
you." * Paul holds up the light of the torch of truth so that it 
may shine upon the altar of superstition : John, so that its rays 
may fall upon the chair of the philosopher. In the words of 
John there is the simplicity of the unlearned in this world's 
lore, in those of Paul the rhetoric of the scholar ; but both 
alike seek to adapt their words to the circumstances in which 
they find themselves. It may be that if John had been 
called upon to discourse to Greek sophists, he would have 
adopted Paul's plan, and said to them in his own simple way, 
" That which you have been hearing and teaching in your 
schools concerning * The Logos,' and which you call * Light,' 
is but darkness as compared to the light which has come to 
us through Jesus Christ our Lord. He is the tpue * Logos,' 
— ^the Radiance — the Word — the Wisdom of the Eternal 
Father." But St. John was not preparing a discourse, 
he was writing a Gospel, when he penned the words of my 
text, and therefore, without preface or explanation, he strikes 
(as it were) the grand key-note by which it is to be dominated 
from the beginning to the end, and by which it is to be 
distinguished to the end of the age ; and he does this by 
adopting, without remark, Alexandrine phraseology, to set 
forth the true and essential Divinity of the Master whom he 
loved and served — " In the beginning was the Word {i.e. the 
Word was then already existent, and therefore before all 
time), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
If anyone doubts whether the setting forth of the true and 
essential Divinity of Christ was the express object (in the 
human mind) of the Apostle John when he wrote this 
Gospel, led him first read St. John's First General Epistle, 
and then let him read through this Gospel to the 6nd of the 
twentieth chapter, and let him lay to heart the words with 
which that chapter closes, viz. : — " Many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
* Acts xvii. 23. 
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written in this book : but these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name." 

It is observable that St John in the beginning of his 
Gospel uses the title of " The Word," and in the close of it 
(in the words that I have just quoted) the title of " The 
Son ; " and I have already pointed out to you that there is, 
upon the very surface of the Gospel itself, evidence to show 
that it was written as a closing testimony of the New 
Testament to the true Divinity of the Man Christ Jesus, 
who was bom of the Virgin and who suffered on Calvary. 

The question may be asked. Why does St. John use both 
these titles, " Word " and " Son ? " It might be a sufficient 
answer to this question, to point out to you that in writing 
from the midst of a mixed community of Jews and Greeks — 
by whom in the common course of events the Gospel would 
first be read — the Apostle naturally addressed himself to 
those aspects of thought which he knew were being revolved 
in the minds of both sections of that community ; but there 
is another answer to be given, and I will give it in the words 
of the great Alexandrian bishop to whom I have already 
referred. Contending with the Arians concerning the true 
and essential Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, St. Athanasius says, " The Word then is Son, not 
lately brought to be, or named Son, but always Son. For 
if not Son, neither is He Word, and if not Word, neither is 
He Son. For that which is from the father is a son ; and 
what is from the Father, but that Word that went forth from 
the heart, and was bom from the womb ? for the Father is 
not Word, nor the Word Father ; but the one is Father, and 
the other Son ; and one begets, and the other is begotten." * 

You will observe that St John in the first century of the 
Christian era, and St. Athanasius more than two centuries 
later, both alike make use of the double title of " Word " 

^ " Discoxirses of St. Athanasius." Disc. iv. § 24. Parker and Co. 
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and ^^ Son," when testifying to the true and essential 
Divinity of the Man Christ Jesus. This truth was *^ unto 
the Jews a stumbling block and unto the Greeks foolish- 
ness." ^ What wonder, then, that St. John, writing from 
Ephesus, where Jews and Greeks were made to " sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus," * and to grasp in all its 
fulness the truth that they were " one body," even as they 
had but "one hope;" — what wonder is it that St. John 
should use both titles ? To the devout Jew it is probable 
that the title of " Son " would be most full of meaning, to 
the learned Greek that of " Logos " would perhaps be the 
most significant. But the learned Jew would understand 
equally both titles, and thus at the time when this Gospel was 
written, there was no possibility of any misunderstanding of 
the true meaning and force of the words of my text — " In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God." ' 

These two titles of " Son " and "Word " may be regarded 
as complementary to each other, and are used by the 
ancient fathers to guard the true Catholic doctrine concern- 
ing the Second Person of the Ever-Blessed Trinity ; the title 
of " Son " being regarded as expressive of the truth that 
He \&from the Father, and that of "Word" that He is of 
the Father — the one guarding the truth concerning the 
Father as the Fountain of Godhead, the other guarding 
the truth that the Son was eternally begotten. Both words, 
however, are used by the ancient fathers to express the true 
and essential Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ : — " The Word made flesh " — having a human nature, 

1 1 Cor. i. 28. * Eph. ii. 6. 

' The reader is asked to bear in mind that the title of ** Memra," or 
*• The Word," had at the time referred to come into use amongst Jewish 
writers — ^wholly apart from those Alexandrian influences which have 
been referred to in the former part of this discourse as explanatory of 
St. John's use of the term " Logos ; " but time would not permit of this 
phase of the subject being entered upon. 
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but a Divine personality, finite in respect of His humanity, but 
infinite in respect of His Divine subsistence ; who, though 
bom in time of the substance of His mother, yet subsisted 
from all eternity in the bosom of the Father as His proper 
"Word," "Wisdom," "Light or Radiance," and is therefore, 
the eternally and only-begotten Son — God of God, Light 
of Light, Very God of Very God, of one Substance with 
the Father.' 

There are secondary truths referred to in Holy Scripture 
concerning this title of " The Word," which have to do with 
the external operations of Godhead — those actings of God 
by which the love of God is revealed in creation and re- 
demption ; but it is not these extanal operations which are 
immediately referred to in the words of my text — their im- 
mediate reference is to the subsistence of " The Word " in 
the bosom of the Father from all eternity. 

The language used by St. John in the first verse of his 
Gospel, to set forth this truth, was not the result of chance, 
but of those workings of God's providence by which He 
orders all things in heaven and in earth. The mingling of 
Jews and Greeks at Alexandria, and of Jews and Greeks 
in the Church in Ephesus, was the instrument in those 
providences of formulating a framework of phraseology 
which — when filled with the breath of Divine inspiration — 
the Apostle John could use to declare the true and essen- 
tial Divinity of the Messiah of the Jews, and the Saviour of 
the World; and not only so, but having thus been used, 

* On this subject a well-known living divin6 has thus expressed 
himself :—** In these two names, the Son and the Word, we may study 
in its completeness the glory which our Divine Saviour * had with * the 
Father * before the world was.* As the Son, He is personally distinct 
from the Everlasting Father. As the Word or Reason of God, He is 
the Father's Equal, the Sharer of His inmost counsels, the Partaker of 

His substance In their combination, the two words teach and 

guard the Catholic doctrine ; that the Eternal Son is of One Substance 
with, yet personally distinct from, the Eternal Father." — Canon 
Liddon's UmversUy Sermons^ Serm. ix. 
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it was a weapon laid up in the Divine armoury which the 
great champion of Christendom could afterwards employ, 
to withstand *^ the wiles of the devil," and " put to flight 
the armies of the aliens;" when through the intermingling 
of Greek philosophy with Apostolic doctrine, Arianism and 
Semi-Arianism were rampant throughout Christendom, 
even in the highest ranks of the Episcopate. " The Son 
is begotten of the Father," said the arch-heretic Arius, 
" therefore is the Father before the Son, since he who ge- 
nerates is before him who is generated." Nay, said the 
great champion of Christendom, thou tumest the truth 
of God into a lie. " The Word of God is His Son, and 
the Son is the Father's Word and Wisdom ; and Word and 
Wisdom is neither creature, nor part of Him whose Word 
He is, nor an offspring passably begotten. Uniting then 
the two titles. Scripture speaks of ' Son ' in order to herald 
the offspring of His substance natural and true ; and, on the 
other hand, that none may think of the Offspring humanly, 
while signifying His substance, it also calls Him Word, 
Wisdom, and Radiance; to teach us that the generation 
was impassible, and eternal, and worthy of God." ^ 

In the days of the great Athanasius, the Church had to 
contend against the subtleties of Gnos^ticism. In the days 
in which we live the Church has to contend against the 
subtleties of Agnosticism. The victory in this latter con- 
flict, as in the former, will be with those who have learned 
how to wield " the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God"^ in the power of the Holy Ghost. To be able to do 
this effectively, we must apprehend the mystery wrapped up 
in the pregnant sentence, " The Word was made flesh." 

* " Discourses of Athanasius," Disc, i., § 28. Parker and Co. 
» Eph. vi. 17. 
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

'* The same was in the beginning with God* All things were made 
by him ; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In 
him was life ; and the life was the light of men." — John i. 2-4. 

ON Sunday last I set before you somewhat concerning 
" The Word; " reminding you of that which has been 
the faith of the Church in all generations ; viz. that from 
all eternity the Second Person of the Ever-Blessed Trinity 
dwelt in the bosom of the Father — one with the Father in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost — ^the true and proper Word, 
Wisdom, Badiance, or Image of the Father — the eternally 
and only-begotten Son. 

To-day I want to set before you what is the Church's 
teaching concerning the manifestation of " The Word " in 
time, previous to the Incarnation ; before it could be said 
as a fact of history ; " The Word was made flesh." 

This teaching is set forth to us, in the words of my text, 
under a twofold aspect, which embraces in its range both 
creation and revelation ; for " The Word " is therein 
described : — 

1st. As the Creator of all things: — "All things were 
made by him." 

2ndly, As the Enlightener of mankind: — "In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men.". 
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Let me before I proceed, point out to you the immediate 
connection of the words of my text with those of the pre- 
ceding verse, and also the marked distinction between the 
two aspects of truth which are respectively set forth therein. 

" The same {i.e. The Word) was in the beginning with 
God." " The Word " — He of whom it is said in the pre- 
ceding verse, *'In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God ; " — the same 
— this very Word of God eternally subsistent with the 
Father in the unity of the Godhead — came forth in time to 
manifest the Father, to declare and make manifest the 
Eternal power and Godhead in the works of creation. This 
is the truth set forth by St. John in the second and third 
verses of his Gospel — not a repetition of the truth set forth 
in the first verse, but the passing on to another, so that 
whereas the first verse has reference to a truth which con- 
cerns those internal operations of the Godhead which are 
from all eternity, the second and third verses have refe- 
rence to a truth which concerns those external operations of 
the Godhead which have a beginning in time. This truth 
may be thus stated, viz.: " The Eternal Word, who before 
all time dwelt with the Father in ^ glory and blessedness 
unspeakable,' came forth in time to reveal the Father by 
the works of creation." 

Concerning these works of creation, we declare continually 
in the Creeds of the Church, that " God the Father Almighty 
is the Creator of all things;" and the question therefore 
arises : — " In what sense are we to understand the truth con- 
tained in the text, viz. that all things were made by " the 
Word "or "Son of God"? 

Before answering this question I will endeavour to make 
plain to you the exact force of the Greek word Aoyog which in 
our English translation of these opening verses of St. John's 
Gospel is rendered " Word," — for it may be safely said that 
no single word in the English language can be found to ex- 
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press its full force and meaning. When in ordinary parlance 
we speak of "word," w^ for the most part think of articulate 
speech, of those spoken words by which we express to one 
another our inward thoughts or reasonings. But this falls 
very far short of the comprehensiveness of this word "Logos," 
which not only means the expression of thought and reason 
by means of utterance, but also the inward thought or reason 
which finds utterance. 

It is in this highest and deepest and most complete sense 
that we must regard the phrase *0 Aoyog, " The Word," when 
it is applied to the Second Person of the Ever-Blessed Trinity 
— whether with reference to His subsistence in the unity of the 
Godhead from all eternity, or with reference to those actings 
which have their beginning in time, and concerning which 
the record is to be found in Holy Scripture. 

" In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth," ^ 
and we learn from the book of Job, that when the earth was 
founded and set in order, that then already had the heavens 
where angels dwell been set in order.^ We also learn in {he 
Book of Psalms, that by the " word of the Lord were the 
heavens made,' and all the host of them by the breath (or 
spirit) of his mouth." * 

As in the counsels of eternity, so in the work of creation, 
there is not, nor ever can be, any separation between the 
Three Persons of the Ever-Blessed Trinity. The Father is 
there— The Word is there— The Holy Ghost is there : The 
Father worketh — The Son worketh — The Holy Ghost 
worketh. And therefore when " in the beginning " God the 

* Gen. i. 1. ' Job xxxviii. 4-7. ^ Ps. xxxiii. 6. 

* It is worth while to observe that the record of God speaking does not 
begin until the hour when the word ^went forth, " Let there be light," 
whilst the foundations of the earth were laid amidst the songs and shouts 
of joy of the angels of God. The angels were the elder " sons of God " 
who were created in order that they might serve the younger, i.e. be 
ministering spirits to men indwelt of the Holy Ghost, joined in the 
power of the Eternal Spirit to the Word made flesh. 
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Father Almighty created all things — then in that external 
operation of the Godhead towards creation — when, as we 
may suppose, time began, the Eternal Son and Word of 
God was as truly one with the Father in that work of 
creation, as He had been one with Him from all eternity in 
that internal operation of the Godhead which constitutes the 
relationship of Father and of Son in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost — that deep and awful mystery of the Ever-Blessed and 
Glorious Trinity, before which, if we are wise, we shall bow 
our heads and worship, but into which we shall not seek to 
inquire too curiously. 

But it is of " The Word " that we are to discourse. Let 
us then go back to the question — " In what sense are we to 
understand that all things were made by *The Word,' — 
when in our daily and weekly confession of faith we declare 
that God the Father Almighty is Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible." Our answer is, 
— "In this sense, viz. that as by the very mode of His subsis* 
tence in the Eternal Godhead, He is the Word of the 
Eternal Father, the brightness of His glory, and the express 
image of His person; * so also is it, by virtue and in respect of 
that mode of subsistence. His prerogative to image forth and 
to make known by work and by word, the glory of the 
Father." No man hath seen God (i.e. the Father) at any 
time. The only-begotten Son which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him.^ This is His prerogative — 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost to make known the Father ; 
whether in Incarnation itself, or in those actings of God in 
creation, which were antecedently necessary to the fulfilment 
of that eternal purpose for the revelation of which all things 
were made. 

It is to miss the mark altogether to think of" The Word " 
as merely coming forth from the Father — to frame and set 
in order creation. To limit thus the meaning of the words ; 
* Heb. i. 8. * John i. 18. 
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** All things were made by Him " would be to go back to the 
heathen notion taught by Pl^to and his followers ; viz. that 
there is one Supreme God, and under Him a Demi-urge or 
Divine workman ; the Supreme God giving forth the plan, 
and the Demi-urge or Divine workman executing the plan — • 
carrying it out as a builder carries out the plan of the 
architect. God the Father Almighty did not entrust the 
work of creation to any inferior hand; it was not as a servant 
or as a workman that " all things were made by Him " who is 
" The Word." To use the language of one who has gone to 
his rest, but whom in an especial sense we remember* with re- 
verence as our father in Christ, from having so long had charge 
of the churches in this city on behalf of the Apostolic College; 
" It is true, but it is not the whole truth, that the heaven and 
the earth were made by the Son and Word of God. Thq 
Father made them, and because He made them, therefore the 
Son made them." " The actings of the Word in creation we 
attribute to Him, in the same way as we attribute to Him the 
Divine nature, namely, in the sense that all things which He 
doeth He receiveth of the Father to do." ^ Moreover, these 
works are wrought in the unity of the Godhead, ie. in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and the Church's declaration of 
faith concerning them is : — " God the Father is the Creator 
of all things : By the Son all things were made : and in all 
these operations of the Father and of the Son; the Holy 
Ghost was ever present as * The Lord, and Giver of Life.' " 
Thus it will be seen that this statement of St. John: — 
*^ All things were made by Him," is not merely a declaration 
concerning some office or work fulfilled by " The Word," in 
bringing forth this creation into being, but also a testimony 
to the true and essential divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom St. Paul says, *^ By him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 

* " BeadingB on Liturgy," vol i. pp. 88 and 95. 
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powers : all things were created hj him, and for him : and 
he is before all things^ and by him all things consist.^ '^ All 
things wer6 created by him" (or through Him)^ because 
from aU eternity He was the Word of the Eternal Father, 
Very God of Very God, Light of Light, the brightness of 
the Father's glory and the express image of His Person, and 
what the Father doeth the Son doeth likewise— in the unity 
of the subsistence of the Godhead— whether in internal or 
external operation. ** All things were created for Him," — 
because in the eternity of the Divine purpose — ^those secret 
counsels of the Divine mind, which it is the especial preroga- 
tive of ** The Word " to declare — ^it was predestined that 
« The Word" should be made "flesh" and that all things 
should be brought into subjection to the rulership of man 
in the person of the only man who could possibly stand as a 
mediator between the Infinite and the finite — the man Christ 
Jesus '*— -" God and man, one Christ " — the Anointed of the 
Father, who is now seated at the right hand of the Father, 
waiting for the time when, by the will of the-Father (which it 
is His delight to do). His enemies shall be made His footstool. 
It is not, however, of the actings of God in Incarnation 
that I am to speak to you to^iay, but of those actings 
of God which were antecedent to it in the order of time; 
By " The Word " all things were made. « The Word," 
going forth in external operation, in time, and within the limi- 
tations of space, called into being and set in order all created 
things ; and when the crowning act of creation was complete^ 
and man, 'Hhe living soul,"' stood erect upon the earth, 
endowed with reason, made ** in the image of God," with the 
threefold capacity of thought, speech, and action— then he 
was able to look out of the windows of his being (so to speak) 
upon the works of God which were about him and around 
him, and to learn therein; whether consciously or uncon- 
sciously to himself matters not for our present subject; the 
» Col. L 16, 17. * 1 Tim. ii. 6. • Gen. ii. 7. 
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lesson of his infancy^ concerning the power, love, and wisdom 
of the great Creator. 

The Book of Nature, as we sometinies call it, was opened 
before him at its first page. For what ? That man might 
teach himself therefrom concerning God — His subsistence — 
His attributes-^His wondrous works in the heavens above 
and in the earth beneath ? No I mj brethren. Man was 
constituted to be ** taught of God," ^ — and therefore cannot, 
" by searching," find out "the Almighty to perfection." * Let 
lis, then, be very sure that the life which God gave to man 
at the first — ^the reasonable soul enshrined in human flesh — 
was the especial care of the Father, and that the enlighten- 
ment of the inmost recesses of man's being was the work of 
Him whose name is called ** The Word of God." It is this 
truth which is set forth to us in this fourth verse of St. 
John's Gospel — " In Him (i.e. in * The Word,') was life, and 
the life was the light of men." He it was by whom the life 
that was in man had been called into being. He also was to 
be that light which was to enlighten every man that should 
come into the world, and therefore, first of all the man Adam 
— fresh from the hand of his Maker — ^fearfriUy and wonder- 
fully made in his physical, intellectual, and spiritual organi- 
zations, in order that in human nature might yet be mani- 
fested in perfection *'the image of God." 

We have no record concerning the instrumentality 
employed to teach and uphold man in the ways of God 
during the short period of his innocence, but we know that 
aU things are upheld by the word of God's power — i.e, by 
the operation of Him who is " The Word," and that it is 
by that same operation, that all things grow, and make 
increase, and are brought unto perfection ; and we may not 
doubt from the analogy of those things which are distinctly 
revealed to us in Holy Scripture, that the holy angels were 
put in charge to watch over and defend man in the infancy 
» John vi. 46. ' Job xi. 7. 
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of his being. It may have been by their instrumentality 
that the Lord God planted that garden eastward wherein 
He put the man whom He had formed.^ It may have been 
that as an evil angel found entrance to that garden and 
assumed the office of the teacher — pointing to the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge and guiding our first parents into the way 
of death — so good angels were the appointed teachers of man 
in the infancy of his career, to show to him the way of life, 
and how to refuse the evil and to choose the good. Con- 
cerning these things, the record of Scripture does not distinctly 
enlighten us, and we can only say, " It may have been so." 
But the record of Scripture leaves no room for doubt as to 
the fact that there were times and seasons when the Creator 
drew near to *Hhe man whom He had formed," to hold 
converse with him; and that this drawing nigh to the creature 
on the part of the Creator, did not cease even when man had 
sinned. Concerning the very day (as it would seem) on 
which man transgressed the Divine command at the first, 
it is written; ** They," i.e. Adam and his wife, "heard the 
voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from t^e 
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden."' 
It was no strange voice that was heard approaching, it was 
no strange presence that was drawing nigh. It was the same 
voice which had said to the man; *^ Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest fireely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die."' It was the 
same presence, or mode of manifestation, which had brought 
the woman to the man after she had been taken from his 
side during sleep, and presented her to him as the good gift of 
the Father to His younger son. They knew the voice, they 
knew the presence. It was the voice and the presence of 
^^ the Lord God." 
^ Gen. ii. 8. * Gen. iii. 8. » Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
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Let us listen to the words spoken by that voice while, 
after judgment passed upon the serpent, it tells of victory at 
the last for fallen man in his conflict with his foe : "I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his he^l." ^ Who is it that thus speaks ? Who is it 
that thus manifests himself in this dark hour of man's sin and 
sorrow ? Who is this Mighty One who can say, " I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed?" Who is this Prescient One who can tell 
beforehand the issue of the contest between man and his 
adversary, and say, " It," — i.e. the seed of the woman — 
'^ shaU bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel ? " 
Brethren, there can be but one answer to this question. I 
presume not, even for a moment, to seek to draw aside the 
veil which hides from curious gaze the details of the early 
tutelage of mankind, and of the instrumentality employed by 
the Eternal Father to reveal himself to ^^ the man whom 
He had formed." It is enough for us to know that " the 
only-begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father," is 
n6ne other than "the Word of the Eternal Father ; " that it 
is His prerc^ative to be the declarer of the mind of the 
Father," and that in that " hour of death and day of judg- 
ment " of which I have been speaking. He, the Eternal 
Word, by what instrumentality or in what form matters not 
for our present subject, came forth to declare the will of the 
Father and proclaim the Gospel of Salvation to our first 
parents. 

In this act of love and mercy there was most surely 
exemplified beforehand the truth which is set forth in the 
closing words of my text — " In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men." 

' Gen. iii. 15. ' John i. 18. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

" In him was life, and the life was the light of men." — John i. 4. 

I SPOKE to you last Sunday concerning those operations 
of " The Word," the Second Person in the Ever-Blessed 
Trinity, which were antecedent to His Incarnation and Birth 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary; and I pointed out to you that 
these operations might be summed up under two heads, yiz., 
the creation of all things; and the enlightenment of men. 

I then endeavoured to make plain to you the true mean* 
ing of St. John's statement, that all things were made by 
" The Word," viz., that they were made by Him, not in 
solitariness of action, either apart from, or in subservience 
to, the Father; but in the unity of the Godhead, and in the 
distinctness of His personality as the Word and Wisdom of 
God; in respect of which personality He is the radiance of 
the glory of the Eternal Father ; Light of Light, God of 
God, Very God of Very God, the express image of His per- 
son who is the '^ maker of all things in heaven and in earth." 
I also reminded you that the Church's faith concerning 
this work of creation has ever been that it was wrought by 
" The Word " in the power of the Holy Ghost, who is de- 
scribed in the Nicene Creed as " The Lord, and Giver of 
Life."i 

' It is as traly the prerogative of the Third Person in the Ever-Blessed 
Trinity to be the Spirit, or Breath, or Life of God, as it is of the Second 
Person to be the Son, or Word and Wisdom of God. The prerogative of 
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Now in the text it is written, " In Him,'' i.e. in " The 
Word," was life; not as some attribute or quality belonging 
to Him, but ^* In Him," he. as the very mode of His sub- 
sistence with the Father and the Holy Ghost in the unity of 
the Godhead. 

The Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost are One ; and 
the unity of the Holy Ghost with the Father and the Son in 
the work of creation will be apparent to you all, if I simply 
remind you that it was the " Spirit of God " which " moved 
upon the face of the waters," * when as yet earth was formless 
and void ; and that in the crowning act of creation, it was 
by the breathing into man's nostrils of the breath (or spirit) 
of life that " man became a living soul." " 

But more apparent still is this unity of the Holy Ghost 
in those operations of Godhead of which I am to speak to 
you to-day. In the enlightenment of men the Third Person 
of the Ever-Blessed Trinity stands out conspicuous; so much 
so, that we continually speak of the operations whereby this 
is effected, as the work of the " Spirit of God." Yet is it the 
prerogative of " The Word " to be " Light of Light;" and 
consequently, the enlightener of men. The Eternal Word 
who became incarnate was from the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, " the true light which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world;" ^ nevertheless, the mode of that en- 
lightenment was by the sending forth of the Ever-Blessed 
Spirit, first of all to quicken within the inmost recesses of 
man's spiritual being that desire which finds its expression 
in the prayer of the Psalmist; " send out Thy light and 
Thy truth; let them lead me;" * and then to guide his foot- 
steps into the way of peace ' by word of teaching — spoken 
word — ^word of Jehovah delivered to man by His commis- 

the Father is, to be the fountain of Godhead, the source of life and 
wisdom. 

* Gen. i. 2. ' Gen. ii. 7. ' John i. 9. 

* Ps. xliii. 3. » Luke i. 78, 79. 
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iBioned servants, whomsoever they may have been to whom 
for the time that word was entrusted — ^whether to the angels 
who stand around God's throne ever ready to go forth and 
do His pleasure, messengers of love and mercy from the 
universal Father to the children of men ; or to patriarchs, 
as the fathers to the children making known God's truth ; or 
to priests, inspired of God to be the teachers of their fellow 
men, to show to them the way of salvation ; or to prophets, 
speaking "as they were moved by the Holy Ghost," telling 
out the glory of the kingdom that was yet to come. 

Just as truly as by " The Word " did the Father "make 
the worlds," so truly did " The Word," before the Incarnation, 
enlighten men by the " Holy Ghost." This truth, the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews sets forth in the opening verses 
of that epistle; in words that are familiar to us all: — 
" God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds." ^ 

We declare in the Nicene Creed concerning the Holy 
Ghost, that " He spake by the prophets." Nevertheless it 
is equally true that when " the Holy Ghost " spake, then 
" The Word " spake, because it is, and ever has been, in the 
power and unity of the Holy Ghost that " The Word " fulfils 
His office of the enlightener of men, the declarer of the 
mind of the Father." 

St. Peter would seem to refer to this truth when, speaking 
of the prophets of the old dispensation, he affirms that the 
" Spirit of Christ " was in them.' This expression of St. 
Peter seems also to correspond (in this particular) with a 
remarkable passage in the Epistle to the Ephesians,* in which 

' Heb. i. 1, 2. • John i. 18. 

' 1 Pet. i. 11. " Searching what or what manner of time the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them did signify," &o. 

* Eph. iii. 9. 
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St.Patd affirms that God '^ created all thiiigs by Jesus Ciirist'^ 
Both of these passages have been made the subject of learned 
criticism and of yirulent debate. They ore but instances^ how- 
ever, which continually recur, of the wisdom of this world 
making difficulties, and therefore finding itself in a dilemma 
— ^when "the wisdom which is from above " unconsciously 
grasps the whole truth and enters into rest — a foretaste of 
that **rest which remaineth for the people of God." 

The glorious truth which is involved in both these passages 
is this, viz., that He who was bom in time of the Blessed 
Virgin was from all eternity the Son of God — ^the Word of 
the Eternal Father; and this being so, neither St. Peter nor 
St. Paul hesitate to ascribe to the Christ — ^the Anointed of 
the Father — ^the acts which were wrought by Him in respect 
of His Divine nature as the Son and Word of God— the Second 
Person of the Ever- Adorable Trinity. Regarded as man only 
can regard God's actings, te. in time, our Blessed Lord and 
Saviour was not "the Christ" till He had become Incarnate — 
had been conceived of the Holy Ghost and bom of the Virgin 
Mary — ^for our faith concerning the Christ is,"Perfect God and 
perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting." 
Regarded, however, as God only can regard His own actings; 
so far as it is possible for the creature who is finite in any 
degree to conceive of the thoughts of God, who is Infinite; He 
was " the Christ '' from all eternity, because time and space 
have to do with the creature and not with the Creator.^ 

When St. Paul declares that God " created aU things by 
Jesus Christ," and St. Peter declares that " the Spirit of 
Christ " was in the prophets of the old dispensation, they do 
but set forth the truth declared by St. John in the words 
from which I have been discoursing to you : " By him all 
things were made, and without him was not any thing made 

' In iUostration of this tmih it wiU be sufficient to refer to the weU- 
known passage in Bev. ziii. 8 : " The Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world.*' 



Digitized by 



Google 



27 

that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men." It is the twofold witness of the apostleship to the 
circumcision and the apostleship to the uncircmncision con- 
cerning the true and essential Divinity of the Man Christ 
Jesus^ and their concurrent testimony to the truth that^ 
in the actings of Godhead^ whether in the coming forth 
to create^ or in the enlightenment of the creature^ or in 
Incarnation itself^ there is no separateness^ but only dis- 
tinctness in the operations of the several Persons in the 
Godhead ; that, to use the language of the Athanasian 
Creed, "There are not three Gods, but one God.'* 
God comes forth to do an act in creation: He comes 
forth by the Word in the power of the Holy Ghost God 
comes forth to enlighten the creature whom He has made : 
He comes forth by the Word in the power of the Holy 
Ghost. God comes forth to take the creature into union 
with Himself by Incarnation : He comes forth by the Word 
in the power of the Holy Ghost. The ways of God are as 
unchangeable as the mode of Hia subsistence, "the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

But I want to engage your thoughts to-day upon the 
actings of God for the enlightenment of men before the 
Incarnation, that you may see how in that time was exem- 
plified the truth contained in the words, " In Him," — ue. in 
the Word, as the Badiance of the Father, Light of Light, — 
" in Him was Life, and the Life was the Light of men." 

In my discourse to you last Lord's Day I referred to the 
coming forth of " The Word " to declare the mind and will 
of God to man, when he had fallen from that state of 
innocence and of purity in which he had been created. 
How, or in what manner, or in what form " The Word " 
came to our first parents in the hour of their sin and of their 
afiright, we may not presume to determine ; but this we 
know, that it was then, is now, and ever shall be, the 
prerogative of Him whose name is called " The Word of 
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God/' by virtue of His very mode of subsistence as the 
Second Person of the Ever-Blessed Trinity to be the 
declarer of the mind and will of the Father. ** The only- 
begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father He hath 
declared Him." He, ue. the only-begotten Son, "is the 
true light that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world."' 

Man in his state of innocence and of purity was not left 
to study the works of God in creation, and from thence find 
out for himself the power, love, and wisdom, of the Great 
Creator. It was never intended in the purposes of Divine 
wisdom, that men by searching should find out God. 
Creation was indeed a book which it was intended for man 
to study, but revelation was the light in which it was to be 
studied; and that revelation includes both the spoken and 
written word of God. Creation was brought into being in 
order that God who " is Love " might be manifested therein 
to the blessing of the creature. Revelation was given in 
order that the purpose of God in creation might be made 
known. Creation was brought into being, and man was 
fashioned from the dust of the earth, in order that God 
might be "manifest in flesh" in the Person of the Eternal 
Word. Revelation was given in order that men might be 
prepared to receive Him, who in the fulness of time should 
come forth from the womb of the Virgin, to suffer and to 
die and to be raised again, " the first begotten of the dead," 
" the first-born of every creature." * Creation was brought 
into being in order that God might manifest Himself therein 
in human nature. Revelation was given in order that that 
human nature might receive the needful education, training, 
and preparation, for its being taken into union with God. 

^ John i. 9. 

• See Col. i. 16. Not first bom in point of time, but the first, the 
chiefest of all God's works, the archetype, the chief end and object of 
all creation. 
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This work of preparation, in the mystery of God's provi- 
dence occupied four thousand years. Speaking after the 
manner of men, we say that it was hindered by that moral 
and spiritual blindness of which St. John speaks when he 
says ; " The light shineth in darkness and the darkness 
comprehended it not." ^ But it is also true that this long 
period of preparation was foreknown and foredetermined in 
the eternal counsels, and that from the time when the light 
of God's truth shone in upon the soul and spirit of Adam, 
enabling him to read aright the purpose of God in this 
lower creation, so that by prophetic insight he could name 
aright every beast of the earth and every fowl of the air — 
from that time onward to the day when the greatest of all 
the prophets stood upon Jordan's banks, and in the power of 
the Holy Ghost testified concerning Jesus : — " This is the 
Son of God; " — during all this tin^e, in time of innocence, in 
time of guilt, by means of the faithfulness of some, in spite 
of the unfaithfulness of others. He who is **the Word of 
the Eternal Father," did continually enlighten men, not 
only inwardly by working in them by the power of the 
Holy Ghost obedience to His will, but externally by send- 
ing forth messengers to make known His purpose : patri- 
archs, priests, and prophets being used of God for this end, 
according to the measure of the inspiration vouchsafed to 
them. Angels and men were both alike used of God to 
prepare the way of Him who was to be the Angel of the 
Covenant, the sent one of the Father, till at length the 
time came when the words of the angel Gabriel fell upon 
the ear of the Blessed Virgin. "The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee : therefore also that holy thing which shall be bom of 
thee shall be called the Son of God."* From the moment 
when the light of God's truth first dawned upon the un- 
sullied soul of the man Adam, made in the image of his 
^ John i. 5. ' Luke i. 35. 
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God^ till the time came when He who was to be the second 
Adam, should be brought into the world, and the decree 
should go forth; " Let all the angels of God worship'Him ; " — 
during all this time The Eternal Word had been working 
the will of the Father in revelation. He in whom was life 
was verily ** the light of men," and though the light had, 
for the most part, shined in darkness, yet in one heart, 
at least, it had shined effectually, inasmuch as one was 
found who could listen to the announcement of the angel 
Gabriel; "Thou shalt bring forth a son," and in the sim- 
plicity of her heart answer; " Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord, be it unto me according to thy word." * The hght 
of the gospel proclaimed by the angel Gabriel shined into 
her heart, and she found it to be " the light of life," for it 
was the word of Him in whom is life. By that word was 
life quickened within her mortal being, and in due time, 
according to the proper course of that nature which was 
created at the beginning, there was bom of her, that " seed 
of the woman " who should bruise the serpent's head, that 
"man from the Lord," so long expected and so ardently 
hoped for, who should be the deliverer, "mighty to save," 
because He was none other than the Word of the Eternal 
Father, " the Word made flesh." 

I have not spoken to you of those wondrous appearances 
of " the Angel of the Lord " recorded in the Old Testament 
Scriptures, which have ever been regarded both by Jewish 
doctors and by Christian fathers, as appearances of " The 
Word " before the Incarnation, partly because to refer to them 
in detail would involve theextensionof thesediscourses beyond 
the limits which I have assigned for them, and partly be- 
cause thus to enter into details of these glorious appearances 
would tend to throw into the shade the general truth that I 
want to set before you, viz., that in all the dealings of God 
with men during the four thousand years which preceded 

' Luke i. 88. 
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the Incarnation^ there is to be traced the continuous acting 
of " The Word;** as the enlightener of men, the revealer of 
the Father ;-— one continuous acting, broken only, if broken at 
all, bj man's unbelief and hardness of heart, from the 
moment when the word went forth; " Let there be light and 
there was light;" till the time came, when He, by whom 
those words were spoken, stood upon the earth; ** The Word 
Incarnate," and said to His disciples in the hearing of 
Scribes and Pharisees and doctors of the law; ^^ I am the 
light of the world ; he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.*' ^ 

There is no reason, however, why we should regard these 
wondrous appearances of the " Angel of the Lord " before 
the Incarnation in any other light than that in which they 
were regarded by the early Christian fathers; viz., as 
appearances of " The Word " who afterwards was " made 
flesh;" appearances of Him who is described in the Book of 
Proverbs as "rejoicing in the habitable parts of the earth," 
and having his " delight with the sons of men." * What can 
mcNre exactly correspond with all that we have learned con- 
cerning Him who is called " The Word of God," than that 
Enoch should have walked with Him and learned from His 
own words the truth, " Behold the Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of His saints? " ' What more natural than that 
He who in the days of His flesh called His disciples "friends," 
should in ancient time have appeared to Abraham, and 
talked with him who was called " the Friend of God," * even 
as we read that '^ the Lord talked with Moses face to face as 
a man speaketh unto his friend ? " ' Or again, that He who 
made promise to Moses, saying; " My presence shall go with 
thee," and " I will give thee rest," should afterwards appear 
to Joshua and declare Himself to be " The Captain of the 
host of the Lord?"' Few well-instructed Christians, I 

* John viii. 12. ' Prov. viii. 81. * Jude 14. 

* James ii. 28. '^ Exod. xxziii. 11. ' Josh. v. 14. 
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apprehend, will be found, who wUl not be of opinion (to say 
the least) that the " Angel " who wrestled with Jacob till 
break of day,^ and who appeared to Manoah and his wife," 
as well as those other appearances to which I have referred, 
were verily appearances of" The Word," antecedent to, and 
in preparation for, the time when He should become Incarnate. 
Nevertheless, we must remember that they were only 
appearances. He had not then assumed our nature ; He 
might appear as a man, but He had not then taken man- 
hood into God, and those appearances were but (as it were) 
shadows cast beforehand by Him who deUghted to do the 
Father's will, and declare to men the counsel of God as they 
were able to bear it In the fulness of time appointed of 
the Father, He, the Eternal Word, was to become Man — 
very Man. What wonder, then, that He should (before- 
hand) take delight in the sons of men, with whom He was 
to be united in bonds of eternal union ? 

We read in Genesis vi., that when man in his impiety 
sought to buUd a tower whose top might reach heaven, that 
then the Lord came down to see this evil work which men 
were working. Let no man, then, think it strange that, even 
before the Incarnation, " The Word," the Second Person in 
the Blessed and Undivided Trinity, should come down in the 
likeness of man, to see how that work of God prospered 
which was to make ready for His coming forth in the 
integrity of manhood, "The Word made flesh." His 
" delights were with the sons of men."* Manhood had been 
created for Himself. The education and enlightenment of 
humanity was therefore His especial care. 

To our first parents He made known the hope of deliver- 
ance from the consequences of transgression. To Abel He 
made known the truth concerning the Lamb of the sacrifice. 
To Abraham He revealed the truth concerning the man- 

^ Gen. xxzii. 24. ' Judges xiii. 19. 

' Prov. viii. 31. 
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child that must be born after the spirit. To Isaac He in 
measure made known the mystery that " the elder should 
serve the younger," Le.^ that the younger should be (as) the 
first-bom. When the twelve sons of Jacob became a nation, 
He gave to them a law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, and also a written law to teach them that humanity 
was a tabernacle in which God would yet condescend to 
dwell. " He spake to them from the cloudy pillar," He 
made them the depositaries of the very "oracles of God." 
He committed to them the deposit of the written word. 
He sent to them prophets to recall them to obedience when 
they wandered from His way, and in spite of their disobedi- 
ence — yea, even while under punishment because of their 
sins — He sent to them His word, not only to heal them,' 
but also to give further light concerning the coming and 
kingdom of the promised Messiah. Last of all. He sent to 
them that " burning and shining light " — John the Baptist 
— to herald His approach. 

This, then, is the great truth that I desire to press upon 
your consideration, viz. : — That in all the actings of God for 
the enlightenment of men — ^whether by the instrumentality 
of angels or of men, or by those appearances of " The Word " 
before His Incarnation which are recorded in Holy Scrip- 
ture — ^in all these actings we are to recognize " The Word 
of the Eternal Father " coming forth in external operation 
as " the light of men," making known to them continually 
the will of the Father, speaking to them continually in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and guiding them continually in 
the way of peace. We are, in short, to recognize in these 
actings the fulfilment beforehand of the truth contained in 
the words of my text : — " In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men." 

^ Ps. ovii. 20. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

•* The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among ns, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth."— John i. 14. 

IN former discourses I have set forth to you somewhat 
concerning " The Word " : — 

1. As subsisting from all eternity with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost in the unity of the Godhead. 

2. As coming forth in time to manifest God: — first, in 
Creation ; and afterwards in Kevelation. 

To-day, I am to speak to you concerning the coming forth 
of the Word to manifest God by becoming Incarnate; that 
stupendous mystery concerning which St. John declares — 
not as a doctrine merely, but as a fact — " The Word was 
made flesh." 

I reminded you last Lord's Day that Creation was brought 
into being in order that God might manifest Himself therein 
inhuman nature, and that Revelation was given in order that 
human nature might be prepared and made ready for that 
manifestation. 

During this time of preparation God, by His servant 
Moses, gave commandment to the children of Israel that 
they should make Him a sanctuary that He might " dwell 
among them," * and you all know how, when this tabernacle 

* Exod. XXV. 8. 
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and sanctuary was completed, after the pattern that was 
showed to Moses in the Mount, then "the glory of the 
Lord " not only rested upon it, but also filled the house. 
" Then," it is said, " a cloud covered the tent of the congre- 
gation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
And Moses was not able t^ enter into the tent of the congre- 
gation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle." * 

But whatever the glory of this tabernacle (or of the temple 
afterwards), and however, in very truth, God did dwell 
among His people Israel, it was not the fulness or complete- 
ness of the mode in which it was "the Father's good 
pleasure" to dwell with man. Bather was it — ^like those 
appearances of "The Word" before the Incarnation, of 
which I spoke to you last Sunday — a shadow cast beforehand 
of a more excellent glory which should stand revealed when 
manhood should be taken into union with God in the Person 
of the Eternal Word, when the Son of God should become 
Man. 

Let me remind you that the subject of^ which I am speak- 
ing is a Divine mystery, a mystery which can only be 
revealed to faith, and which cannot be comprehended 
by human reason, and that the pnovince of reason with 
reference thereto is, not to seek to explain it, but to 
endeavour rightly to express in " sound " and " wholesome " 
words,* that which by faith has been apprehended concern- 
ing it. 

I would also remind you that it is not given to every man 
to be able thus rightly to express his faith concerning the 
Incarnation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is 
one thing to believe rightly, it is another to express our 
belief rightly. For this reason, if for none other, we ought 

» Exod.xl. 84,36. 

' Oomp. 1 Tim. vL 3, with 2 Tim. i. 13 ; the same word is in one 
passage translated " wholesome," in the other *' somid." 
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to be deeply grateful to Almighty God for those forms of 
sound words which have been handed down to us in the 
Church of God, and which we commonly designate " The 
Creeds." And for no one of them have we greater cause for 
thankfulness, in respect of the subject which we are now con- 
sidering, than for that which is commonly known as " The 
Creed of St. Athanasius." It is a " form of sound words " 
which we should indeed " hold fast " — always remembering, 
however, that it is those who do not believe faithfully, not 
those who do not express accurately or understand rightly, 
who are therein declared to be in peril of salvation. 

In that creed we declare that " Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, is God and Man," " God of the substance 
of His Father, begotten before the worlds," i.e., from all 
eternity, and " Man of the substance of His mother, bom in 
the world," i.e., in time ; " Perfect God and perfect Man." 
We moreover declare that His mode of subsistence as man 
is like that of other men, viz., " reasonable soul and human 
flesh," and we further declare. that although thus "perfect 
God and perfect Man," yet " He is not two, but One Christ." 
" One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by 
taking of the manhood into God. One altogether, not by 
confusion of substance, but by unity of Person." The Son 
of God became man, but He did not thereby become a 
human person ; His personality was unchanged. From all 
eternity He was. He now is, and He ever shall be " The 
Son of God," "the Word of the Eternal Father," the second 
Person in the ever blessed and glorious Trinity; and the 
glorious mystery of the Incarnation reveals to our faith that 
which is incomprehensible to our reason, viz., that this 
Divine Person, who is very God, and therefore unchanged 
and unchangeable, has taken hold of human nature, and 
dwells therein even as the reasonable soul of man dwells in 
and inhabits human flesh in the unity of one person. " As 
th'^ reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and Man is 
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One Christ/' the Anointed of the Father concerning whom it 
is written, " Thou lovest righteousness and hatest wicked- 
ness, therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows."^ 

That which is set forth in the Athanasian Creed concern- 
ing " The Word made flesh," may be briefly summed up 
under these four heads, viz. : — 

1. That our Lord Jesus Christ is truly God. 

2. That He is also truly man. 

3. That He is indissolubly God and man. 

4. That He is distinctively God and man. 

These four points have always been regarded by the 
ablest theologians as embracing the whole of the truth 
which is wrapped up in the mystery of " The Word made 
flesh."* The unfolding of this mystery will, I apprehend, 
be the occupation as well as the joy of the redeemed in 
"the Everlasting Age;" and of one thing we may be 
certain, viz., that those, who in the dawning of that Age 
will catch the first glimpses of the glory which shall then be 
revealed, will be those who wait for the Lord and hope in 
His word,^ who being of like spirit with the Blessed Virgin, 
ponder in their hearts the sayings of Him who is " the Only- 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." 

Our subject to-day, however, is not that of Christ in His 
glory, but Christ in His humiliation. The angel Gabriel 
declared to the Blessed Virgin the truth; " That holy thing 

» Ps. xlv. 7. 

' Hooker having enumerated the heresies which were severally 
condemned by the Councils of Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, and 
Chalcedon, says, " La four words, aXsi9&e, r«X«wc» aiicupknaQ^ atwyxOriOQ, 
truly, perfectly, inclMaihly, distinctly s the first applied to his being 
God ; and the second to his being man ; the third to his being of both 
One ; and the fourth, to his still continuing in that One both ; we may 
Mly» by way of abridgment, comprise whatsoever antiquity at large hath 
handled, either in declaration of the Christian belief, or in refutation of 
the aforesaid heresies." — " Eccl. Pol.," book v., sec. 54. 

' Ps. cxxx. 5. 
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* 

that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." ^ 
The angel of the Lord also declared to the shepherds^ 
" Unto you is bom this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord."^ The aged Simeon, in the 
power and by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, was enabled 
to recognize in the infant child presented in the temple the 
long-expected Messiah, and to testify concerning Him, that 
He should be not only ^^ the glory of God's people Israel," but 
also " a light to lighten the Gentiles." ' There was a faith- 
ful remnant who " waited for the consolation of Israel," of 
whom Simeon and Anna were the representatives, who no 
doubt regai:ded the birth of this child as the beginning of 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah, " Unto us a child 
is bom, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder;"* but we must not suppose that these 
faithful ones apprehended to the same extent as we do the 
truth which has been made known to us concerning the 
Divine personality of the babe who was bom in Bethlehem, 
It would be to miss the mark entirely, as I think, and to 
ignore the succession of steps in those actings of God 
whereby He has seen fit to reveal Himself to mankind, if 
we were to suppose this. 

That stage of revelation which was to prepare for the 
coming of "The Christ" in humility, and which had its close in 
the ministry of John the Baptist and of our Lord Himself in 
mortal flesh, had for -its distinguishing characteristic, the 
Unity of the Divine subsistence. "Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord thy God is one Lord, and beside him there is none 
other." « 

Whatever foreshadowing of the truth concerning a 
plurality of persons in the Godhead was vouchsafed to 
the saints of old, • during the period of preparation for 
the coming of Christ, it was reserved for those who 

* Luke i. 36. ' Luke ii. 11. ' Luke ii. 82. * Is. ix. 6. 
* Comp. Deut. vi. 4, with Is. xlv. 6. 
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"received him " as " The Christ," those to whom He gave 
power to become '^sons of God," ^ — it was reserved for them to 
take that step in advance in the knowledge of God which is 
marked by the distinct revelation of the Trinity of Persons 
in the Godhead and of the Eternal Sonship of the child of 
promise. It was reserved for them to know the truth concern- 
ing that " daysman " whom Job in his spiritual consciousness 
yearned after; one who "might lay his hand upon both,"^ and 
thus be the "mediator between God and man," the link be- 
tween the Creator and the creature, the Infinite and the finite. 
Ther truth concerning the Eternal Sonship of Christ is the 
rock on which the Church is builded, and this, faith Peter 
was enabled by special revelation to confess. " Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God," was his answer to 
our Lord's question, " Whom say ye that I am ? " and when 
the answer had been given, then followed those remarkable 
words, "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven." * It is impossible for us to regard a confession 
of faith, which was thus distinguished by our Lord and 
Master, as other than the result of a special revelation, a 
step in advance, something beyond even that noble decla- 
ration of Nathanael, " Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou 
art the King of Israel." * 

The prophecy concerning the seed of David was: — "I 
will make him my first-bom" (i.e. I will give to him 
supreme honour and dignity) " higher than the kings of the 
earth." * It may be that it was in this sense that Nathanael, 
the Israelite without guile, recognized Jesus as " the Son of 
God, the King of Israel," i. e. Son of God by pre-eminence 
over all who were of the first-bom nation, and whose calling, 
every one of them, was to be the sons and daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty.* This measure of truth was, as it 

» John i. 12. » Job ix. 83. » Matth. xvi. 17. * John i. 49. 
* Ps. Ixxxix. 27. * Comp. Jer. xxxi. 9, with 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
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seems to me, the measure of truth for which every Jew 
was responsible for having attained to. It was the light 
which properly belonged to that stage of revelation which 
was then about to be finished and completed by the bring- 
ing in of a clearer light and a further revelation. This 
revelation was heralded to God's chosen people, first by the 
ministry of the Baptist and afterwards by the ministry of 
" the Christ," a two-fold witness, sealed with the life-blood of 
both witnesses ; first of him who testified, ** Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world," ^ and 
then of Him who was " the Lamb of God " Himself, %ho in 
the counsels of God's own will had been " slain from the 
foundation of the world." ^ That the seed of David which 
should be the Messiah, the King of Israel, should be one 
who, as man, should be Son of God by pre-eminence ; one 
who, though "chosen out of the people," should be " anointed 
with the oil of gladness above " his " fellows," ' was a 
measure of truth which Israel, as a nation, might have 
attained to by a devout and sincere observance of the law 
of Moses, and by a diligent study of those Scriptures which 
had been committed to their care. 

In a very remarkable passage in St. John's Gospel,* it is 
distinctly recorded that our Lord severely reproached the 
Jews for not having attained to the knowledge of this 
measure of truth concerning His person and work, and I 
desire to call your attention to this passage in the history of 
our Lord because it has been made the subject of severe 
criticism. You know how in that remarkable series of 
discourses, which are recorded in the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, ninth and tenth chapters of St. John's Gospel, our 
blessed Lord declared in the hearing of the Jews and in 
varied forms of speech, that He was the sent one of the 
Father, that He was co-equal with the Father, and that 
He was co-eternal with the Fathisr. I will only quote two 
» John i. 29. * Kev. xiii. 8. ' Ps. xlv. 7. * John x. 80-36. 
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or three passages to illustrate these three points. Thus, for 
instance, our Blessed Lord distinctly affirms, ^^He that 
honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which 
hath sent him." ^ ^^ I am not alone, but I and the Father 
that sent me." ^ *^ As the Father knoweth me, even so know 
I the Father." ' « I and my Father are one." * The Jews 
(as you know) regarded these sayings of our Lord as blas- 
phemous and took up stones to stone Him, because, as they 
said, "being a man. He made Himself equal with God."* 
How does our Lord reply to these Jews? In a manner 
which Hhe irreverent and the profane have not scrupled to 
speak of as disingenuous, but which, when carefully e^tamined, 
reveals to us those eternal principles of equity and of justice, 
which not only must belong to Him whose name is Jehovah, 
but which commend themselves to the enlightened con- 
science of every man as the rule by which judgment shall be 
carried on in that last great day in which every man shall 
give account of himself to God,® when every man shall be 
held responsible for the light which God has given him in 
his day and generation. Our Blessed Lord does not, as it 
appears to me, blame the Jews for not accepting His words 
concerning Himself in that high sense in which Peter (by 
special revelation) was able to accept them, and in which 
sense every Christian man is bound to accept them at the 
peril of his soul, viz., that He is the Eternal Son of 
God ; but, turning to the Scriptures which it was their 
privilege to possess, and which it was their boast that they 
were learned in. He said; " Is it not written in your law, 
I said. Ye are gods ? If he called them gods, unto whom the 
word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken ; say 
ye of Him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into 
the world, Thou blasphemest ; because I said, I am the 
Son of God?"'' Most expressive is this answer of our 

' John V. 28. * John viii. 16. ' John x. 15. * John x. 80. 
» John V. 18, and John x. 88. • Bom. xiv. 12. ' John x. 84-86. 
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Lord. It is as if He had said to them : — " You have for- 
gotten your own standing as sons of God. Ye yourselves 
are children of the Most High, all of you.^ Are you not a 
kingdom of priests, an holy nation ? ^ Are you not of that 
family in whom all nations are to be blesped ? Is not the 
earth your inheritance to rule over it in righteousness ? Is 
it not written in the Scripture, of which you are the 
custodians, that God will exalt one chosen out of your 
midst ? Is not the special promise to that chosen one, * I 
will be his father and he shall be my son.' ' ^ I will make 
him my first-bom, higher than the kings of the earth ? ' * 
You have not attained to the measure of the revelation 
concerning the Messiah, which is embodied in the law given 
by Moses, and in the Psalms and in the Prophets. You have 
not believed Moses, and therefore you are not prepared for 
that further revelation which I have come to bring you, but 
which you have scorned and rejected, viz., that He who is 
the Messiah is equal with God ; that though He is man, yet 
He is Jehovah's fellow." 

The accusation of the Jews was true. He had declared 
Himself to be "equal with God;" clearly to reveal to 
them this truth was the very purpose for which He had 
(Some into the world, and when the declaration of it sounded 
in their ears it should have been as the breaking in upon 
them of tlie bright light of the morning of a new dispensa- 
tion. The great Teacher sent from God, who was Himself 
this Light, so ordered His words that they should be as 
light falling upon the page of the Scripture with which they 
were familiar ; but they rejected His word, and proved 
thereby that they were not children of Abraham according 
to faith,** for Abraham saw the day of Christ afar off " and 
was glad,"* whilst they saw and heard " The Christ" Himself, 
and yet received not His testimony. There were, however, 

» Ps. Ixxxii. 6. » Exod. xix. 6. ' 2 Sam. vii. 14. 

* Ps. Ixxxix. 27. * Gal. iii. 8, 9. • John viii. 56. 
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those who received Him^ these God accounted " Israelites 
indeed,"^ and to these the Son of the Virgin revealed 
Himself as the '' Only-begotten of the Father," the Eternal 
Son of God, " the Word made flesh." 

I have already referred to the occasion on which St. Peter 
in the power of the Holy Ghost was enabled to make the 
confession that Jesus was ^* The Christ, the Son of the living 
God." Six days after this event we are told that this first 
and foremost of the apostles and two others were taken up 
into a mountain, and shown somewhat of the glory which 
should follow upon the humbling even unto death of the man 
Christ Jesus.* St. John, the writer of the Gospel from whence 
my text is taken, was one of those who were thus honoured, 
and the words of the text have an undoubted reference to what 
was then seen and heard by them all. " We beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth." It may have been that these three were amongst . 
those who stood on Jordan's banks when He came up out of 
the water after having received baptism at the hands of John 
the Baptist, and that then they "saw the Spirit like a dove 
resting upon Him," and heard the voice from heaven, "This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."^ Certain it 
is that these words were heard by them when they were with 
Jesus in the holy mount,* when they were permitted to 
behold somewhat of the radiance of Him who was the bright- 
ness of the Father's glory and the express image of His 
person,'' but who was among His disciples as a friend and as 
a brother, the sharer of their joys and sorrows, very man, 
bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh, their kinsman and 
companion as well as their teacher and their guide. 

This vision our Blessed Lord forbade His disciples to 
make known until after His resurrection. " Tell the vision 
to no man till the Son of man be risen from the dead," ® was 
His emphatic command. The reason is evident : viz., that it 

» John i. 47. ' Matt. xvii. 1-9. ' Matt. iii. 16, 17. 

* 2 Pet. i. 17, 18. ' Heb. i. 8. " Matt. xvii. 9. 
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was a vision of the glory which should rest upon Him when by 
*' resurrection from the dead" He should have been ** declared 
to be the Son of God with power." * *^ The Word made 
flesh " dwelt among men in mortal fleshy in great humility 
for a season. It was in mortal flesh that He must do battle 
with the adversary of God and man, and, by paying for 
man the penalty of transgression, win back that right of 
rulership over created things which by transgression man 
had forfeited. Vain would it have been to speak of " glory " 
till that hour and power of darkness had passed in which, to 
the eye of sense, Satan seemed to be victorious ; but when 
He had risen from the dead, then there was an earnest given 
of the glory that should afterwards rest upon Him who was 
in virtue of that resurrection " the first bom of every crea- 
ture," * " the prince of the kings of the earth," ' " the man of 
God's right hand,"* on whom had rested every word of 
promise that had ever been spoken since the hour in which 
it had been said; ^^Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness, and let them have dominion." ^ 

The first Adam fell, and the creation of which he was the 
ruler and the head fell with him. Concerning this creation, 
we are instructed in Holy Scripture that it shall wax old as 
doth a garment, be folded up as a vesture, and be changed." 
Observe, brethren ! changed^ not, annihilated. " The Word 
made flesh" will ever "rejoice in the habitable parts of the 
earth," will ever have His " delights with the sons of men." 
In the second Adam, the man " raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father," "^ there is a beginning of a new crea- 
tion which shall never wax old, and which shall only be 
" changed from glory to glory," because He who is " the 
beginning," ® the first principle thereof, is none other than 
He whose "name is called The Word of God," concerning 
whom it is written, " In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 

» Rom. i. 4. ' Col. i. 15. » Rev. i. 5. * Ps. Ixxx. 17. 

» Gen. L 26. * Heb. 1. 11, 12. ^ Rom. vi. 4. « Rev. iii. 14. 
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SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 

" Unto UB a child is bom, onto us a son is given, and the government 
shall be npon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Comisellor, The mighty God.*' — Isaiah ix. 9. 

IN my last discourse I pointed out to you that that 
revelation of God by which we are enabled clearly to 
apprehend the Eternal Sonship of " The Messiah," * and con- 
sequently the PluraKty of Persons in the One indivisible 
Godhead, was reserved for the Christian dispensation, and 
that whatever glimpses and foreshadowings of these truths 
may have been vouchsafed to patriarchs and to prophets in 
old time, they were but the preparation for a clearer and 
more distinct revelation which in its fulness was first to be 
declared by Christ Himself whilst sojourning upon earth in 
mortal flesh. I also reminded you that the privilege of 
being the first thus clearly to apprehend that revelation 
would appear, from the Scripture record, to have been 
bestowed upon St. Peter, whose declaration, " Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God," ' forms the basis of all 
those forms of sound words which we designate "The 
Creeds." 

I also pointed out to you that although this distinctness 
of revelation concerning the Eternal Sonship of Christ was. 
of necessity reserved for the Christian dispensation, yet 

» John i 41. » Matt. xvi. 16. 
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there was a truth concerning the Divine Sonship of the 
Messiah which was clearly revealed in the law and the 
prophets, and that every Jew was responsible for having 
attained to the knowledge of this truth, viz., that "the child 
of promise," "the seed of David," "the man-child" on 
whom rested " the hope of Israel," was to be the Son of 
God by pre-eminence, over and above all others on whom 
that name had rested in the ages that were past, or on whom 
it should rest in the ages that were to come. 

When our Blessed Lord silenced the Pharisees by refer- 
ring to the words of David, " The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool," ^ and by asking them the question, " If David then 
call him Lord, how is he his son ? " ^ he did not, as I think, 
silence them by propounding to them the mystery of His 
Eternal Sonship and Divine Personality (although this truth 
IB undoubtedly involved in the words to which He referred), 
but simply propounded to them a question to which as Jews 
learned in the Scriptures they ought to have been able to 
give an intelligent answer, and say; — "In the law and in 
the psalms and in the prophets, it is written concerning 
the Christ, the seed of David, that on Him shall rest all the 
honours and privileges of the first-bom. It is there revealed 
that the Messiah (of whom these words are spoken) is to be 
that Mighty Ruler of whom it is written, * Arise, O God, 
judge the earth, for thou shalt inherit all nations.'^ Of 
necessity, therefore, David must call him Lord." 

The seventy-second Psalm of itself Would have furnished 
them with this answer, for therein it was written, " Give 
the king thy judgments, O Lord, and thy righteousness 
unto the king's son." " He {Le, the king's son) shall judge 
thy people with righteousness." "He (i.e. the king's son) 
shall have dominion also from sea to sea," and "all kings shall 
fall down before him." The truth concerning David's Son 
» Ps. ex. 1. ' Matt, xxii 48-45. ^ Ps. Ixxxii. 8. 
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and David's Lord was clearly set forth in that psalm, and 
it should have furnished them with an intelligent answer to 
our Lord's question, because just as surely as Christian 
men now ought to attain to the apprehension of the truth 
concerning the Eternal Sonship of Christ, so surely ought 
the Jews then to have attained to the apprehension ^ of the 
truth concerning the Messiah; viz., that He was to be the 
Son of God by pre-eminence over all on whom that title 
ever had rested or ever should rest throughout the countless 
ages of His everlasting reign. 

Now we have to take care that as Christian men we do 
not Imt lose sight of the truth which the Jewish nation, as a 
nation, failed to apprehend, viz., that the man Christ Jesus, 
" the seed of the woman," "the seed of Abraham," "the seed 
of David," *' the King of Israel," is, in respect of His man- 
hood, and in respect of all those rights and privileges which 
rest upon Him as " the first-bom of every creature," the 
Son of God by pre-eminence.* 

*^ The Word was made flesh." In order to the fulfilment 
of the purposes of the Divine love, the Eternal Son of God 
became man, and in that manhood, therefore, must He who 
is the Eternal Word receive the fulfilment of the promise of 
the Eternal Father. " I will be to Him a Father, and He 

^ I use the word apprehension in this place as well as in the former part 
of the sentence advisedly, and in contradistinction to comprehension. 
The comprehension of the truth concerning the Sonship of the Messiah 
by pre-eminence was reserved for the Christian dispensation. The truth 
concerning the Eternal Sonship of Christ is entirely beyond human 
comprehension, and can only be truly apprehended in the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

' That in all things He might have the pre-eminence (Col. i. 18). It 
is a mere truism to assert that our Lord Jesus Christ has the pre-emi- 
nence in respect of His Divine nature ; but to apprehend the fact that 
in respect of His human nature, as the first begotten of the dead, the 
second Adam, He is exalted "far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in tliis 
world, but also in that which is to come,*' is of the very essence of the 
Gospel of the kingdom. 
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shall be to me a Son." *^ I will make Him my first-bom, 
higher than the kings of the earth." ^ You must not con- 
found that Sonship of Christ which is from all eternity, 
which belongs to him in respect of His Divine personality, 
and which is the very mode of His subsistence as the Second 
Person in the Ever-Blessed and Glorious Trinity, with that 
Sonship which is bestowed upon Him in time as the gift of 
God, the bestowal of the promised inheritance, the fulness 
of the blessing which was eternally destined to rest upon 
*^ the seed of the woman," '^ the seed of Abraham," " the 
seed of David," " the King of Israel." In holding fast the 
truth concerning the Unity of the Person of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we must not lose sight of the distinc- 
tion between the truth contained in the words '^ the Only- 
begotten Son," * and that contained in the words " the first- 
bom among many brethren." * To do so would be to forget 
that although "the Only-begotten Son," as "Only-begotten," 
can have no brethren; yet as "first-bom from the dead," 
He who is "the Only-begotten Son " has "many brethren;" 
that although we can never have part in the Eternal Sonship 
of Christ, yet it is our high and holy calling to be "joint- 
heirs with Christ," very members incorporate of that mystical 
body which is "the general assembly and church of the 
first-bom;" * an assembly which He, who is the Eternal Son, 
will not be ashamed to call ** brethren " in the day when 
He shall come forth as the Anointed of the Father to 
claim " the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession," * ** to smite the earth 
with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips 
to slay the wicked." • 

In choosing my text for to-day I have purposely broken off 
at the words " The mighty God," because in those words i8 
set forth the work which shall be wrought upon earth when 

^ Ps. Ixxxiv. 26, 27. ^ 1 John iv. 9. « Bom. viii. 29. 
* Heb. xii. 28. * Ps. ii. 8. • Is. xL 4. 
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our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ shall come again to take 
to Himself His *^ great power " and reign.^ Their immediate 
import is not, as I think, the setting forth of the truth that ' 
the Messiah was to be " Very God of Very God," " of one 
substance with the Father." The title here given to Him 
is the "Mighty," not the ^/mighty God,^ and has immediate 
reference to the prophetic declaration of the Psalmist, " I 
have laid help upon one that is mighty, I have exalted one 
chosen out of the people."* It is as "the seed of the 
woman," "the child of promise," "the Son of David," that 
the Messiah is thus " exalted," that there is " given unto Him 
dominion,"* and that it is said concerning Him : — " Of the 
increase of His kingdom and government there shall be no 
end." * I need hardly point out to you that such language, 
if used with reference to " the Christ " in respect of His 
Divine nature and eternal subsistence, would be unmeaning, 
not to say profane. 

Let us look at the order of the fulfilment of the words of 
my text. 

1. " Unto us a child is bom." 

Go back in thought to Bethlehem, — there lying in the 
manger is " the seed of the woman," who shall bruise the 
serpent's head, in lowliness and in weakness, in the very 
helplessness of infancy, yet certain to grow up to manhood and 
to realize the fondest hopes of the fondest mother that the 
world has ever known ; certain, because, though He is " the 
seed of the woman," yet He is the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, and therefore His personality is Divine. Little 

1 Rev. xi. 17. 

^ It is not intended to imply that the title " Almighty God '* does not 
properly belong to Him who is the subject of this prophecy, bnt only 
to point out that it is not the title which is applied to Him in this 
particular passage. In the Revelation vouchsafed to St. John in the 
Isle of Patmos, our Lord Jesus Christ expressly declares Himself to be 
" The Almighty." See Rev. i. 8. 

' Pa. Ixxxix. 19. * Dan. vii. 14. ' Is. ix. 7. 
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did men in earlier ages know what was wrapped up in this 
phrase, " the seed of the woman." Now we lay hold of the 
truth that it was the Eternal Son of God Himself who in the 
fulness of tune was thus " made of a woman," ^ bom of the 
Blessed Vu'gin, and that, therefore, the bruising of the ser- 
pent's head must of necessity follow. 

2. " Unto us a son is given." 

We pass in thought from the cradle at Bethlehem to the 
grave at Gethsemane, and as we behold the empty sepulchre 
and listen to the words, " He is not here, He is risen," our 
hearts are filled with joy because, in the fulness of the assu- 
rance of faith, we know that He " was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father," ^ and that in the very manhood 
which He took of the Virgin, He who is the " Only-begotten 
of the Father," has become " the first-begotten of the dead," 
" the prince of the kings of the earth," ^ the first-bom of all 
creation; crucified indeed in the weakness of the mortal nature 
in which He condescended to be born, but raised again in 
the power of that Eternal Life which He had with the Father 
before the world was. Now is the word fulfilled, *' I will 
make Him my first-bom," * for He is declared to be '* the 
Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead;" * 
and as He gathers His disciples around Him upon that 
mountain in Galilee, He declares to them; ** All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go, preach this 
gospel of the kingdom to all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem." 

3. " The govemment shall be upon his shoulder." 

You must have observed that in this passage the govem- 
ment is spoken of as resting upon His shoulder, not upon 
His shoulders. It is the prophetic setting forth of the truth, 
that not all at once shall there be given to Him to exercise 
the fulness of that power which belongs to Him as King and 

1 Gal. iv. 4. ^ Rom. vi 4. ' Rev. i. 5. 

* Ps. Ixxxix. 27. *" Rom. i. 4. 
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Priest. " We see not yet all things put under Him.'* ^ His 
reign on earth has not even yet begun. Nevertheless He 
rules, though it is ** in the midst of His enemies." * He is 
now ** Head over all things to the Church," ' ^* the Cap- 
tain of Salvation,"* the leader of the sacramental host of 
God's elect, the first and chiefest of the "many sons " who 
shall attain "unto glory" and constitute that "general 
assembly and church of the first-bom whose names are 
written in heaven,"* and who shall rank as princes of the 
kingdom when He, their captain and leader, shall come forth 
as King " to reign in righteousness," " to judge the poor of 
the people, to save the children of the needy, and to break 
in pieces the oppressor." ® For the putting forth of this ful- 
ness of power, the time appointed of the Father has not yet 
come. Whilst exercising in the power of the Holy Ghost 
those functions which belong to Him as the Head of His 
body, the Church, He, the man Christ Jesus, waits at the 
Father's right hand, fulfilling the word spoken by David, 
" The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool." "^ 
4. " His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor." 
Our Blessed Lord's session at His Father's right hand, 
though a time of waiting, is not a time of inaction, but the very 
reverse. It is the secret working of " the first-begotten of the 
dead " during this period, which is expressed by the name 
" Wonderful"® Literally has this word been fulfilled, both 
by those who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, and by 
those who scorn His Lordship and account Him only man. 
But it is of the acknowledgment of faith only that I would 
speak now, and I would ask each one of you to whom it is 
" given to know the mysteries of the kingdom;" * — Hath not 
the man at God's right hand wrought wondrously ? True 

1 Heb. ii. 8. ^ Ps. ex. 2. » Eph. i. 22. ♦ Heb. ii. 10. 

» Heb. xii. 28. « Is. xxxii. 4 ; Ps. Ixxii. 4. ^ Ps. ex. 1. 

^ Judges xiii. 18, 19, marginal reading. ^ Matt. xiii. 11. 
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it is that we cannot in this mortal state attain to fuhiess 
of knowledge concerning this secret working ; '^ it is high^ we 
cannot attain unto it," but we have in measure grasped the 
truth concerning it, and we know that in continuance the 
members of the mystical body of Christ are fashioned; and 
as we read by the light of God's Spirit, and in the power of 
the holy anointing, those fifteenth and sixteenth verses of the 
139th psalm, and recognize therein the prophetic description 
of the secret working by which in this age the members of 
the body of Christ are constituted and brought to perfection, 
we catch somewhat of the meaning of the prophecy, ** His 
name shall be called Wonderful," for we are verily tempted 
to exclaim "wonderful," while the inmost thought of our 
heart as we meditate might well be expressed by the words 
of the Psalmist, ** Marvellous are thy works, and that my 
soul knoweth right well.'*^ 

** Counsellor," too. He shall be called, not only (or even 
primarily with reference to the fulfilment of this prophecy) 
because as the Eternal Son He was from all eternity one 
in counsel with the Eternal Father, but because in the 
economy of the body of Christ, in the fulfilment of the 
Father's will in "bringing many sons unto glory,"* the 
first-bom son, whilst at the right hand of the Father, makes 
known to the saints the purpose and mind of the Father, 
and thus guides them with His counsel, as it is written; — 
"Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel and afterward 
receive me to glory. Whom have I in^ Heaven but 
Thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
Thee."* Christ's oflSce of "Counsellor," too, has another 
aspect, though it is more familiar to us under the name of 
** Advocate." As our " great High Priest passed into the 
heavens,"* He continually makes intercession for us and 
pleads on our behalf the merits of His all-suflScient sacrifice, 

* Ps. czxxix. 14. 2 Heb. ii. 10. » Ps. Ixxiii. 24, 26. 

* Heb.iv.l4. 
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that 80 our sins and our iniquities may continually be blotted 
out, and come no more into remembrance. The man Christ 
Jesus, at the right hand of the Father is " Counsellor " on our 
behalf; He is as truly our Advocate or Paraclete in the 
heavens as the Spirit of Christ is our Advocate or Paraclete 
here upon earth ; Christ, our High Priest "that is passed 
into the heavens," continually making " intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God," even as the Spirit of 
Christ helps our infirmities, here upon earth, " making inter- 
cession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." * 

It must, I think, be evident to all of you that these two 
titles or names of " Wonderful, Counsellor," set forth pro- 
phetically the work which Christ is now fulfilling in secret, 
whilst abiding at the right hand of the Father, and if you 
have carefully followed me in the brief sketch that I have 
given you of the order of the fulfilment of the words of this 
prophecy, you will see at once that the title with which my text 
abruptly concludes, viz., "The mighty God," sets forth that 
acting of God which shall stand revealed when He, the 
Eternal Son who was as at this season born of the Virgin, 
shall come forth again as " the Son of God," to rule over the 
nations.^ 

We have hymned our song of praise to Christ in this our 
Christmas festival, and testified concerning Him, that in the 
weakness of infancy He was none other than the " Word of 
the Eternal Father,'* who was from all eternity in the bosom 
of the Father, "God, of the Substance of the Father, 
begotten before the worlds." We have also testified con- 
cerning Him that He was "The Word made flesh," 
"Man, of the Substance of His mother, bom in the 
world." In thus bowing down with adoration to worship the 
Lord, our faith has been strengthened and our hope confirmed. 
We " know whom we have believed," and we wait with con- 
fidence for the time when He who now abides at the Father's 

' Rom. viii. 26, 27. • Compare Pb. ii 7-9, with Rev. xix. 15. 
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right hand shall come forth having ^^on His head many 
crowns," and " on his vesture and his thigh a name written. 
King of kings and Lord op lords." 

The glory of this time is told out in measure in that reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ which was vouchsafed to the apostle 
John in the isleof PatmoSjwhfere in vision the apostle-prophet 
beheld **the first-begotten of the dead,*' * the"first-bom among 
many brethren," leading forth the " armies of heaven " to do 
battle for the truth and defend the right. I pray you, my 
brethren, never to forget that in the record of that vision ' we 
read concerning Him who is ^^the Captain of our salvation," 
**His name is called The Word of God," a name that God 
has never put upon any man, or upon any angel, and which 
belongs only to Him who is the Son of God from all eternity, 
and concerning whom it is written, ** In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God." 

In these discourses I have set before you somewhat of the 
truth that has been revealed to us concerning " The Word 
made flesh." I have only been able to touch (as it were) 
the hem of the garment of woven truth concerning ** The 
Christ," which has been handed down to us by the apostles 
and prophets, the evangelists and pastors, who in the first 
centuries of the Church's history, held fast, as more precious 
than life, the sacred deposit of " the faith once deUvered to 
the saints: "' but I have spoken " from faith to faith," and in 
the full assurance that the "Head of the Body the Church," 
will accompany with His blessing the words that have been 
spoken. I have confidence, therefore, that they will not have 
been spoken in vain. 

' Rev. i 5. * Rev. xix. 1116. » Jude 8. 



CU18WICK press: — C. WHITTINOBAII AND CO., T00K8 COURT, CHANCERY LANE. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




/ Digitized by 



Google 



